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urn LL the Suffecin 8, Troubles and 
7 F Afflictions of our Saviour's Life, ſer- 
A ved to make him an experienced Phy- 
- ſician and Prieſt of his People; and 
. to this End he underwent all Pains 
I and Sorrows, and waded through all 
the heavieſt Oppreſſions and Temptations, that he 
might fee] how near they touch a weak Soul, how 
deep they pierce and wound, and how bitter and 
ſad they make eveiy human Creature's Life. To 
prove this truly, it became neceſſary that the Lord 


Jeſus ſhould be lower than the Angels, and take on 


him a Nature inferior to rns chat being made ca- 
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age ee ore for PT in Diſtreſs 
to n to, and who, from a Feeling of their Infit- 
mities, might pity them when they were tempteee. 
So long then the Redeemer lived in his low incar- 
nate State in the World, till from the Infant to the 
State of Manhood he had paſſed through and felt all 
Miſery, Sick neſs, Pain and Temptation. He well 
knew what Poverty was, and learned dearly what it 
is to be weak, a Stranger in a Land, an Exile; to 
be F riendleſs, an Orphan, hated, flandered, and, 
above all, the Mark and Butt of 'all the Envy and 
Spleen of the evil Spirits. He above all others by 
way of Eminence, deſerved that Character, Man 
of Sorrows and acquaint with Griefs. He was ſmit- 
ten and afflicted of God.” Satan made War with him. 
His own People received him not. We hid our Faces 
from him. He was the Scorn of Men and the Out- 
_ caſt of the People. But, as I hinted before, this qua- 
| lified the Son — Man to be a ſuitable Perſon for his 
high Place in the Church of God, and for the Office 
with which he was now inveſted, namely, to be the 
Saviour of the loſt World, the Phyſician of his ſick 
and diſtempered People, and the Healer of the Nati- 
ons; for now the pooreſt and moſt wretched Object 
can approach to him with Hope. And with all Pro- 
priety uſe that old but ſweet and expreſſive Prayer, 
Have Mercy upon me thou Son of David !” thou 
Son of Man! thou afflicted and tempted Jeſus | who 
knows by long and bitter Experience what a ſad 
Eftate Jam in, help me, and fave me out of it. 
Butthough our dear Saviour's whole Life- time was 
one Scene of Hardſhips, Troubles and Grief, it ſeem- 
ed as if the moſt heavy Part remained till laſt; and as 
his Life drew near to an End, the bittereſt Dregs 
of the Cup of the Lord's ri bt Hand were reſerved. 
to de cs out upon him in Body and Soul, —4 


which ſhall be the Subject of our preſent Medita« 
And firſt, it would be not amiſs to/obſerve how 
filent the Lamb behavedduringhis troubleſome War- 
fare, till he came to die. Very little is ſaid of him 
till he was driven out into the Wilderneſs to be 
tempted; he ſeemed to have choſen to eat his Bread 
of Affliction in ſecret, and as a Sparrow he ſat 
alone, and mourned like a Dove in the Wilderneſs, 
when he mingled his Drink with Weeping,” and 
when „in the Day- time and in the Night Seaſon 
his Soul had no Reſt,” ... 1 
The Miſeries of the ſhort Space of his Miniſtr 


is remarkable, no Ingratitude ſhewn him, no Shame, 
Blaſphemies of the Multitude, Fears, or Blows made 
him complain. No, he bore all with a divine and ini- 
mitable Patience; and even when Herod and his Guards 
ſet him at naught, and his reverend Head was buffeted 
and beaten through the Hall, and his innocent Face 
covered with Shame and Spittle, bis Hair and Beard 
torn off, and he mocked and derided in the moſt bar- 
barous Manner, it did not force from him a Word. 
Nothing betrayed in him a Sorrow that he had under- 
taken the Work; no Expreſſion or Look ſhewed he 
repented, or that he wanted to be releaſed out of ſuch 
cruel Hands. He was as a deaf Man, and as one in 
whoſe Mouth are no Reproofs,” when “ falſe Wit- 
neſſes laid to his Charge Things that he knew not;“ 
nor could the Menacesand T hreatnings of his Judges, 
the Rage of the Prieſts, nor falſe Charge of the Peg- 
ple make him break: his Lamb-like Silence, Who 
can tell what he ſuſtained when they ſtripped and 
ſcourged him? Who knows, or can think, what he 
felt when they put the Crown of Thorns on his 
„ 


are mentioned in ſome Meaſure in the Goſpel; but it 


| Head, and laid on him with their Hands and with 


Anguiſh he bore when the Croſs was laid upon his 
fore and raw back, and he was led out like a Robber 
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what his righteous Soul felt from the Wrath above, 


and bear all Men and Devils could lay upon him, be 
held his Peace, and anſwered not a Word. Inward 

_ © Sighs, Tears, and Drops of Sweat and Blood innu- 
— flowed from him, but © He did not lift up 
his Voice, nor was his Cry heard in the Streets.“ 


in the Day of his Eſpouſals! Behold how glorious the 


we were guilty: He complained not, or dropped the 
leaſt murmuring Word, that we might. ſee how wil- 
5 lingly and contentedlyhe ſuffered all our Chaſtiſement, 
and did not think the ſharpeſt grief or moſt cruel 
Stroke too much to eaſe us, and ſave us from Hell. 


him upon the Croſs high in the Air, he who had ſo 


ſpake with his Tongue. © Liften all ye Iſles, and 
hearken all ye Nations what the Lord God will ſay.“ 


fe they know not what they do.” 
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Staves Or who can form an Idea of the Smart and 


to die? But could a Man be able to gueſs at his bo- 
dily Pain, yet who in Heaven or Earth can judge 


and from Hell beneath? Let him feel what he would, 


O come hither ye daughters of Jeruſalem, and ſee 
the King with the Crown wherewith he was crowned 


King of [/rael looked,“ in the Day when he went out 
of the Gate of Jeruſalem, Dumb as a ſheep before 

his Shearers, and as a Lamb led to the Slaughter.“ 
He anſwered not before the Judges, becauſe he knew 


But when they had ſtripped him again, and nailed 


long kept filence with Pain and Miſery, at laſt 


And he cried and ſaid, Father forgive them, for 


This ſeems to have been the firſt Cry Jeſus made 
frow the Croſs; and, as he had now entered his High- 
rieſtly Office, his pale and wan Skin was his white 
Ephod, his . his black and blue * ok 

cals 


1 


' Wheals and Furrows'of the Laſhes, the Scratches of 
the Crown of Thorns, and Blood ſtreaming anddrop- 


ping upon all Te dps ſtained Members, was 
the embroidered Robe; his reeking Nail-prints were 


for a Cenſer, out of which aſcended the ſweeteſt 


Smoak and the moſt pleaſant Savour that ever came 
up before God's Throne. Juſt as the Prieſts of the 
Law ſpread their Hands towards Heaven when they 


burned Incenſe or offered Sacrifices, and (while their 
- Spices and Gums perfumed the Mercy-ſeat) made 


their Supplication for the Children of //rae!, fo did 


Jeſus Chriſt ; he ſpread his Hands upon the Altar of 


the Croſs, and offered his own innocent, and now 
cut and mangled Fleſh in the Room of Sinners, and 


made his Almighty and prevailing Interceſſion, 
which he began thus, My Father forgive them.” 


 Mhſes was eſteemed the meekeſt Man, but his Pati- 


ence was often tried, ſo that He ſpake once unad- 
viſedly with his Lips.” And Elias the good Man of 
God made Interceſſion againſt Iſrael in his Anger. 
David alſo, the moſt lively and bright Figure of the 


5 King of Kings, in his Haſte prayed againſt his Ad- 


verſaries. But though Jeſus had all the Wrong done 


to him which could be invented, and though he was 
hanging in the moſt ſhameful Spot, upen Calvery, 


the Place of Execution of Murderers, Rebels, and 
Blaſphemers, the very Gate of Hell, and though all 


were deriding, tempting, teazing, and provoking im 


round about with bitter Reproaches, and preſumptu- 
ous Mockings and Jeers; though they had put him in 


the middle of two Thieves, that all who looked on 


ſhould reckon him the greateſt; yea, though the very 
Thieves themſelves were re flecting upon him, and 
Jeros and Gentiles, Princes and the Mob, the Priefts 

and People, all were adding to his Sorrow, and Ws 


were trying to make him angry, he did not ceaſe & 
Wii it 8 „ 


be the ſame gracious Lord, but “t loved, with ever- 
fee Love, and the moſt. they could hear from 


bim was, Father forgive them, they know not 


nn err ra eto that 
All they did proved how far Satan had deceived 
e World, and made appear what a blind and har- 
dened State the natural State is. The whole Com- 
pany thought they were ſerving God, and Zeal for 
their Religion, as they thought, prompted them on 
_ tocrucify and blaſphemetheir true King. Jeſus knew 
who was at the Head of all, and that his own Enemy 
had done it, and therefore prayed for his Perſecutors, 
and endured the Contradiction of Sinners againſthim- 
ſelf He had before prayed for his Apoſtles and Diſ- 


: 


+ 


o 


=:  Ciples,. but now he prays for bis Enemies, for the 
WT | Drunkards and Whoremongers, for the Thieves, 


Robbers, and Extortioners, for the Irreligious and 
1 Infidels, for Perſecutors and Profane, and for all 
Sinners whoſe Crimes and evil Deeds tore and op- 


preſſed him. For the Sins of the Unchaſte and Luſtz 
ful he was expoled naked and aſhamed before all the 
World and before his own Mother, and the other 
'' - Chaſte Women who followed him. O come ye le- 
WY cherous and defiled Men and Women, and ſee what 
Sh ye have done to our Saviour! Ye Dunkards, you 
nave mingled for him the Wine, the Wormwood, 
55 the Gall! ye Proud, ye have trod him under 
Foot, and abaſed him as a Worm and no Man,” ye 
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haye ſſtripped him and made him aſhamed! Ye Un- 
32 juſt, ye have nailed his guiltleſs Hands with ſuchpler- 
HB cing Pain to the Tree]! Ye Wanton, ye have made 


Sport at him! and ye Deſpiſers of Godlineſs, ye 
have ſet him at naught and mocked him in a purple 


=, Robe! Ye Senſualiſts, ye have made his Grief into- 
[| 7 lerable, ye have made him faſt and ſuffer Want! Ye 
bt Careleſs, for you he cried out and wept Rivers of 


Waters} VeEaſy and Unconcerged, hear what he ſays 
to you, Is it nothing to you all ye that paſs by, be- 
hold and ſee if there be any Sorrow like to my Sor- 
row wherewith the Lord has afflicted me in the Day of 
bis fierce Anger? How juitly might he have ſaid to 
all in his Diſpleaſure, «D Art | 
World, wicked and ſtupid as it was, to have ſuffered 

its full Puniſhment unpitied? How might he have 
ſpared himſelf; the Trouble of ſuffering and dying 


for ſo hardened and rebellious a Generation as he 


foreſaw and foreknew we ſhouid be ? Or at leaſt left 


unhelped and accurſed all ſuch as would not be obe- 


dient to him, but by their Sins crucify him and put 
bim to an open Shame ? O Love! pure, free, di- 
ſtinguiſhing, and ſovereign Love would not permit 


him to do this. He ſtill loved his Enemies, and thoſe 


who did not love themſelves, and amidſt the height 
of their Revilings and Barbarity, in the keeneſt of his 
Torments, and when moſt vexed and tempted, he 
became their Interceſſor, and got in between the Of- 
fended and the Offenders: He got between Heaven 
and Earth, as it were, to meet the Storm, and take 


the Blow from his poor Children: He ſtood in the 


Gap to turn away the Wrath,“ and became their Ad- 
vocate with ſuch ſtrong Cries and Tears that he 


prevailed and gained their Cauſe: e made Peace 


and obtained their Pardon of his heavenly Father. 
God had once ſpoken to his Servant Maſes, to get 


out from among the People that he might deſtroy them 


in a Moment, becauſe of their Murmurings againſt 
his Prophet; and often notwithſtanding the tender 
Interceſſions of Me/es, his Judgments overtook the 
Uabelieving, and ſome ſell by Earthquakes, by Ser- 
pents, by the Enemy, by the Plague, by Fire, &c. 


and left this great Day's Sins and crying Rebellions 
| #hould have ſtirred the Divine Wrath, Jeſus prays 


for 


epart from me?“ or jeft the 
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| for them with ſuch Vehemency, and with ſuch irre- 
Wo ſiſſtable Force: every beating Pulſe, every Feature, 
| Look, and Groan ſpoke for them in the Eyes of the 
Lord, and every gaping Wound was like fo many 

open Mouths ſuing and intreating for Mercy, vill he 

had obtained Mercy, even eternal Redemption for 
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This Cry of our Saviour is yet the Language of 
his Heart above, and though uttered now ſo many 
| hundred Years ago, is of the ſame Force and Effe 
| this Moment in the Preſence of God, as if his Son 
was now bleeding upon the Croſs and ſpeaking 
1 theſe Words. His Blood ſpeaks ſtill for us, and 
} when we pray to be ſorgiven, it is only like the Eccho 

of out Saviour's Prayer. When we cannot ſpeak, 
or do not know what to aſk, that ſpeaks for us, and 

-aſks all we want, My Father forgive them.” For 

let our Caſe be what it will, or let it appear in ſuch 

A2 Light as it pleaſe to our View, we need Forgive- 

_ nefs, Forgiveneſs alone: We need this every Minute, 
every Moment, and to our laſt Breath. Whoever 
is taught of God his own ſad Eſtate feels it thus, 
and his conſtant Hunger and Thirſt is for Forgiveneſs, 
his daily and hourly Cry is, My Father forgive 


me.” TY | 
This then is the High-prieſtly Prayer and general 
Interceſſion of our Chief-prieſt and Biſhop Jeſus, 
and by Means of which alone the Pardon of a guilty 
World was merited, and by Means of which we 
are heard, accepted, and ſaved for ever. 
The ſecond Time our Sav.our ſpoke from the 
Croſs was to his diſconſolate and afflicted Virgin 
Mother, and to Jahn. When Jeſus therefore ſaw 
his Mother and the Diſciple ſtanding by, whom he 
loved, he ſaith unto his Mother, Behold thy Son, 
and to the Ditciple, Behold thy Mother,” . 


— 


Gt 
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J ITS: of icy, 
It has been ſeldom taken amiſs of Friends and 
departing Relations or Parents, if in their dying Ago- 

nies they have neglected to ſpeak to thoſe who ſtood 
by, or not anſwering them, or ſpoke a Word to their 
moſt tender Acquaintance or deareſt Friends; and 
had not our Saviour ſaid any Thing, but continued to 
 fighandlanguiſhin his deepeſt Sadneſs and Sufferings, 
one ſhould have thought it no Wonder, nor efteem- 
ed it a Proof of his cold Affection to his Friends: 
But tho* There was no Sorrow like to his Sorrow,” 
and tho' the Devils were round him like Dogs and 
Bulls on every Side, tho' his whole Body was on the 
Rack, and his ſoul ſinking under the Weight of all 
Mens Sins, and pained with the Sting of Death and 
Fell, he could not forget his People; he ſaw his be- 
loved Mother's Tears, and it touched him, there- 
fore he ſpoke to her and ſaid, Behold thy Son: As if 
hewould have ſaid, O weep not, John ſhall be to thee 
' a Son, and ſhall be in my Place to thee; look upon him 
| henceforth as thy Child, and love him as thou haſt 
loved me; he ſhall be a comfort to thee in thy old Age, [4 
and ſhall be in my Stead when for a little while thou | 
ſhalt ſee me no more. It has been often obſerved, 
that though our dear Saviour loved the bleſſed Virgin, . 
and chole her before all the Virgins on Earth to be 
his Mother, yet he always called her Woman, and 
never Mother. Elizabeth, when ſhe was filled with | 
the Holy Ghoſt, calls her the Mother of my Lord. 
The Diſciples and Evangeliſts alſo called her the 42 
Lord's Mother, but Jeſus did not; and herein our | 
Saviour meant not Diſreſpect, or Coldneſs, or want 
of a filial Affection to the beſt of Mothers, for Jeſus 


loved her eternally, and without doubt ſhe is now 4 
with her God and Son in his Throne in Heaven, And = 
all Generations ſhall call her bleſſed :;”” But he knew = 
how in Years to come the Enemy would work, and 4 
wg would, 
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* let her love, and be tender of thee, This was 


|; 12 1 „„ 
would 22 pretence of Religion, ** that to 
her which was only due to her Son; or leſt through 


Weakneſs his Diſciples ſhould eſteem her a Goddets, 


and worſhip and pray to her, and ſo rob the Re. 


deemer of his juſt Honour and Praiſe; therefore Jeſus 
called her always Woman. She was indeed.a Woman 
and a Sinner, and needed God to be her Saviour, 
as ſhe expreſſes it in her Song. Beſides, it was 


needful for our Saviour to call his Mother Woman, 


that we might depend upon it, and be throughly 


perſuaded that he was the Seed of a Woman. Let us 
therefore eſteem ber bleſſed above Woman, in that 
God did not abhor her Womb, but humbled himſelf 


to be Fleſh of her Fleſh and Bone of her Bone, and 


in that Body he took of her he ſaved us to all Eter- 


nity, but then let us know at the ſame Time ſhe is 


What the Lord called her, a Woman, a Siſter, a Fel- 
low Inheritor with the Saints, and ſaved and bleſſed 


thro' her Faith in Chriſt as we are. When a cer- 


tain Woman had heard our Saviour preach in the 
Days of his Fleſh, ſhe cried out, Bleſſed. is the 
Womb that bare thee, and the Paps that gave thee 


Suck:“ As if ſhe would have ſaid, Bleſſed is the Mo- 


ther of ſuch a Child; but Jeſus ied, « Yea ra- 


ther bleſſed are they that hear the Word of God and 
keep it. Hence we may learn that the Virgins keep- 


ing his Word, her great Faith and Truſt in him, 


was more than her . Chriſt into the World, 
So much ſeemed neceſſary to ſay on this Head, 


| becauſe our Lord ſaid to his Mother, Woman behold 
thy Son.” But after he had comforted. her that bare 


him in this Manner, he looked upon Jahn and ſaid 
to him, Behold thy Mother: As if he would have 
ſaid, Be to her what I have been, comfort her and love 
her for my Sake; be thou loving and tender of her, 


the 
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the Renewal of this New Commandment, | tc Love 25 
one R 

Our Saviour did not TR this merely for theſe 
two Saints, he meant it for all bis whole Church, 
and would have us learn, that that was {till upper- 
moſt in his Breaſt; and on his Heart from everlaſting, 
to love us; and no Torments, Hell, nor Death, 
though they came like Floods upon bim, eould make 
him forget us. He thought upon us when in the 
 travaiFef.bis Soul, and bid us love one another from 
his Crofs. Our Saviour intended his Elect ſhould 
be one Family even upon Earth, and therefore ſaid, 
t Woman behold thy Son, Son behold thy Mo- 
ther.“ Younger Chriſtians ſhould” reverence and 
eſteem; the Aged as Parents; the Aged ſhould help, 
adviſe, and love them as dear Children, and remem- 


ber, we are one Man's Sons, we are Brethren, and 
| 7 5 7 


have no Father upon Earth but one Father which 
is in Heaven; and the very Mark and Badge of 
our Diſcipleſhip among Men muſt not be our 
Order, Diſcipline, or ſound Profeſſion, though all 
_ theſe are gdod and Praiſe-worthy, But by this ſhall. 
all Men know that ye are my Diſciples,” ſays our 
bleſſed Maſter, «becauſe ye love one another,” John 
fays, «Fe thatloveth not his Brother, i is not of God.“ 
There is a real and ſolid Truth in his Doctrine, 
« Ye are Brethren;“ all the Ties of Conſanguinity, 
Friendſhip, and being of one Country, Stock, or 
Family, are by far leſs binding than the being bap= 
tized by our Saviour in one Spirit, It cannot be 
otherwiſe ; . where true Chriſtianity is, there is laſt- 
ing, everlaſting Love, Nor is the Love of the Chil- 
dten of God mingled with that Painfulneſs which al- 
ways accompanies carnal Love, nor is it ſullied with 
Luft, or forced by a good Education, or kept up 
and maintained with * Views; but it is the 


imme- 
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IO Work of God, and a Spark of the Flame 


wherein Jeſus offered up himſelf. The Love of 


Chriſt conſtrains us, and this Love to one another 
is not conſined to ſuch as are converted alone, but 
is extended to all Mankind, to our Enemies and Per- 

ſecutors, but is eſpecially and reciprocally felt and | 


known by the Houſhold of Faith. | 
They love even to Death, and whenever a a 


pany of Believers are together, the Heathen World 
muſt be conſtrained to confeſs, © Behold how. theſe . 
Chriſtians love one another!“ 


The third Time of our Saviour's ſpeaking F the 


Croſs was to one of the Malefactors, who was awa- 


kened at the Interceſſion of the Lord, and on whom 


God immediately anſwered his Son's Prayer. It 
ſhould ſeem by what St Matthew and Mark write, 
that this Man had joined the Blaſphemers in the Be- 


ginning to revile Chriſt. They that were crucified 


With him alſo reviled him.” He doubtleſs had been 


a notorious Rogue, and guilty of the blackeſt Crimes, 


which had brought him to that ſhameful and pain- 
ful End; but the vileſt and moſt abandoned appear 
4 generally ſerious when they are going to die, and 
ſeem then afraid and concerned; and this ſhould have 
been expected from theſe Thieves, who knew before 
the Sun was down they ſhould be in Eternity; but 
they behaved as if both had been poſſeſſed of the 
Devil: they ſeemed inſenſible of their Danger, and 
though they ſtood at the very Verge and Brink of 
„Hell, mocked an innocent Perſon who had done no- 
thing againſt them, and ſaid, Save thyſelf and us, 
if thou be the Son of God. 8 


Jeſus heard and ſaw it with an aching Heart, but 


6 made interceſſion for the Tranſgreſſors between whom 
he was hanging, and with whom he was numbered, 
5 He loved Sinners, and had the chief of them at his 


Right 


gal, and anſwers him, To- day ſhalt thou be with me 


61 


Right Hand and at his Left; and tho they were as 


Brands already in the Burning, he pitied them, and 
ſaid, My Father forgive them, for theyknow not what 
they do:“ Immediately one has his Heart touched b 

the Finger of God; a divine Work is at once effect 
ed, he believes in Jeſus, and blames his Fellow- rob- 
ber for reproaching him. This is the tender Fruit of 
Repentance. He found himſelf to blame, and want- 
ed to convince others of their Miſtake too, that they 


might not add Sin to Sin, and then, methinks 1 ſee 


him, turning (with a trembling and a guilty Look) to 


Jeſus, ſaying, “ Lord, remember me when thou comeſt 


into thy Kingdom.“ He who beforederided the Lamb, 
now calls him Lord, and begs to be remembered by 


him when he was entered into his Kingdom. Our 


dear Saviour was always poor and mean in the World, 


but never did it ſeem more uulikely that he had : = 
Kingdom than now. His Diſciples, who before hac 
ventured to believe he was a King, now ſadly doubt= 


ed, and were dejected at ſeeing him die the curſed 
Death of the Croſs; but herein the Holy Ghoſt ap- 
eared with Power, and the Lord made bare his Arm. 
he dying Felon ſees beſide him a poor afflicted 
Jew, a friendleſs and unpitied Man, reproached, 
plagued, and upbraided as an Impoſter on every 


| Side; he hears his Groans and Sighs, ſees his Bonds 


and Weakneſs, and yet prays to him as to his Lord, 
and begs a Part in his Kingdom. This was a true 
Faith, this was believing indeed, and this juſtified the 
Ungodly. Jeſus did not let it paſs unminded, or an- 


ſwer him with Anger, and put him in mind, that as 
he had ſerved Satan and the God of this World, he 


ſhould periſh with him; nor did he reflect upon his 
paſt cruel and hardened Behaviour, but at once re- 
ceives the loſt Sheep, embraces the returning Prodi - 


iu 


hold on the Soul of a guilty Malefactor, and from 


| Tecond Death for Infidelity, and trampling under 
TFnarched him out of the Burning, as he waded thro 


He pardoned” him openly, that by that Inſtance of 
who wanted to be ſaved, and that he might make 
the worſt and chiefeſt Sinners learn, that he can 
fave even to the uttermoſt, that this Man receiveth 
Sinners.“ O ſee this Pattern of Mercy ye ancient 
and grey-headed Men, who are going to the Grave 


Come to this dying Lamb, call upon him, Lord re- 


ye Thieves, Whoremongers, and Whores, look up- 


FThbhough you have reviled and ſlighted him, and by 
your obſtinate Sinning ſet him at naught and puthim 


and you ſhall taſte and ſee howgracioustheLord is. 


— 


1 


in Paradife.” He did not only forgive him, but ho- 


noured him more than ever à Saint or Martyr was 


honoured, he took him with him into his Paradiſe; 


he became one of the Firſt fruits of his painful Death, 


who was ſaved as a Prey out of the Teeth of the Lion. 
All che Angels and bleſſed Spirits, who had waited 


from Abel. jaw, as the Redeemer expired, he took 
the Gate of Hell led him in mereiful Triumph into 
the Gate of Heaven. No one can venture to ſay 
this Man's good Works ſaved him, for he never did 
any, and was ready to periſh when free Mercy found 
him out. He was ſuffering Death temporal for 
Theft and perhaps Murder, and was going into the 
Foot the Blood of the Son of God; when Jeſus 


the Panos of Hell, and made him a Pillar and Mo- 
nument of Merey in his Temple for all Generations. 


Free Grace he might chaſe away Deſpair from all 


with your Bones full of the Sins of your Youth.! 


member me,” and you thall find Mercy through this 
Thief's Mercy. Ye poor Slaves of Luſt and Wine, 


on the Redeemer, and pray him to remember you. 


to Grief, repent and look to him as the Thief did, 


This 


C 
Tpis Merey of Mercies was done ſo publicly, and 
ſhewn on one fo abomihablyvile and undeſerving, as 


' Thave before ſaid, that Jeſus might ſave us from 


deſpairing, and make an eternal Impreſſion upon our 
Hearts of his Love and Willingneſs to ſave Sinners. 
What greater Sinner could there be? And what 
greater Mercy could haye been obtained ? Lord! I 
with this Mercy upon myſelf, and all that hear me; 
when I die, as my laft Hour approaches ſay to my 
Soul, To. day ſhalt thou be with me in Paradiſe.” 
= The fourth Cry of the Son of God was, I thirſt.“ 
The Soldiers thought naturally that his Mouth was 

: parched up with Drought, becauſe of his Pain and 
Sighing, and therefore they filled a Sponge with Vi- 
negar or four Wine mingled with Myrrh, and offered 
it to him, but he refuſed to drink it. He had ſaid 
in his laſt Supper, when he gave about the Cup to 
his Diſciples, “ I will drink nomore of the Fruitofthe 
Vine, tillI drink it new in the Kingdom.“ Itwas not 
therefore Wine he thirſted for, nor did he receive for 
his faint Spirits any Comfort from beneath. Had 
he thirſted to take Revenge on thoſe who were his 
Betrayers and Murderers, how eaſily might he have 
called for Fire from Heaven as Elias did, and con- 
ſumed them all, or cauſed the Earth to open as doſes 
had done to Corab and his Company, and made them 
fink down into the Bottomleſs Pit? At his Word 
the Deſtroying Angel would have ſmitten all with 
Plagues, and left no Soul alive; but that was not 
his Mind, He came not to deſtroy Mens Lives but 
to fave them, and had no Pleaſure in the Death of a 
Sinner:“ but his Thirſt was to have them ſaved, 
He longed for this more than David had done once 
for the Waters of the Well in Bethlehem, and lan- 
guiſbed, waiting for the long wiſhed-for Hour, when 
all Souls ſhould be given into his Hands, He knew 
EL „ the 


n OO BLORY 
| | the Time drew near apace, and his Thirſt was keenet 
1 and more fervent and ſharp than ever, when in God's 

Juſt and equitable Judgment the World ſhould be de- 


. 


— 
* 


| clared his purchaſed Poſſeſſion, his Reward. If he 
i had only thirſted for the New Wine of the King- 
dom, or longed to be again in Heaven in his former 

Glory, he could have called twelve Legions of An- 


1 | gels at a Word, who would have conveyed him with : 
| Songs: of Joy to his Throne in the twinkling of an 1 
0 Eye; but though, no doubt, his wearied out and dried 5 

I: up Body wanted Reſt, and his faint Soul panted for 5 


Peace, and all within him longed to ſee the Baptiſm 
accompliſhed, yet he ſo loved his Church, that till 
her Ranſom was fully paid, her Bonds cancelled, and 
ſhe acquitted in the Judgment above, and paſt all 
Danger, he would not reſt, but continued to thirſt 
with all his Heart and Soul, till he had obtained her 
eternal Pardon, and got her out of the Jaws of the 
Lion, and out of the Hand of the Enemy.“ Whenhe 

had once ſeen this accompliſhed, and he had ©* be- 
trothed her to himſelf in Righteouſneſs,” (for this 

was the Day of his Eſpouſals, and the Day of the 
Gladneſs of his Heart) then his divine Thirſt ſome- 
what abated, he ſaw of the Travail of his Soul 
and-was ſatuhed- 7:35; 1 oodng 3 horas Chop fo 
This Thirſt of Jeſus kindles in devout Sculs ſome- 
what of the ſame, As he looked after them with an 
inſatiable Longing, and deſired with a great Defire 
to keep the eternal Paſſover with them, ſo they, 
when his loving and languiſhing Eyes have looked 
upon them, catch the pure Flame, and thirſt to be 
beloved by him, they long, and wk: and wiſh more 
to feel his Love within, and to drink of the precious 


Blood which he ſhed, than can be deſcribed, Stay 
me with Flaggons' (is their Language) for ] am 
ſick of Love. Let him kiſs me with the Kiſſes of his 


ww _ 


1% 


Love, ſor his Love is better than Wine.“ This 
Thirſt of Souls, this Breathing of Religious People, 
is from the unfeigned Want of a Saviour and his 
Righteouſneſs ; and this is not allayed till they have 
found him, and then they drink abundantly, and 
NET ö; 8 

But now the Cloud grew thicker and blacker, the 
Storm drew nearer, and thundered louder and louder 
over his Head: Hell made her laſt and fierceſt Attack, 
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the Sword of the Lord pierced deep, and his Judg- 


ments and Thunder- bolts fell heavier than ever upon 
him; all the Dregs of the Cup of Wrath was now 


to be drank up, and when all was dark and horrible 


round about, and nothing was heard but the Rag- 
ing of the Enemy, and the barbarous Rejoicings of 

thoſe Men who killed him, while it ſeemed to him 

as if the whole divine Prefence was withdrawn, and 


his dear heavenly Father had left bis Soul in Hell; 


for he fo truly and verily felt the Curſe as if it had 

been aQuually and indeed fo; then his Fleſh trem- 

| bled becauſe of the Judgments, his Eyes failed with 
Jlobking upward; every Angel ſtood aloof, and his 

Heart failed, his Soul drew nigh to Hell, and all his 
Bones quaked,” and ſhuddered with very Hotror, 
Amaze, and Torment. In this fad, this inconceiv- 


able ſad Condition was the dying Lamb, when he 
roared out like one in the Deep of Deſpair, My 


God! my God! why haſt thou forfaken me! O what 
did he feel, what did his foul endure, when this la- 
mentable and piercing Complaint was forced from 


him! the very Remembrance and Repetition of this Cry 


makes the Blood in our Veins chill for very Awful- 
neſs; it ſtrikes with Shame and Confuſion every Be- 
lieber, when they know with what Anguiſh, Gnaſh- 
ing of Teeth, and helliſh Torture Jeſus faved them 

out of the Lake; and hereby they get the trueſt In- 
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ſight of res Eftate by Nature, as well us 
of their great Danger out of which it coſt the Almighty 
Son of God ſo much to reſcue them. Hereby alfo let 
us be comforted, and comfort one another; for ſince 
Jeſus has experienced what a forſaken Soul can feel, 
© he will never leave nor forſake us, nor will he 3 
hide away his Face in Anger any more for ever. 
No, ſince he has endured our Hell, and felt the MY 
Sharpneſs of Death; we ſhalleſcape, and his Agonies, 
his painful Struggles and Pangs, his F ainting and 
Death- ſweats, and this his terrible Cry ſhall affrighten - 
Satan and his Angels, huſh our Souls and allay our 
Fears, that we may die without Fear. As ſoon as 
he had thus cried, he took to him all his Strength, and 
c wich his own &rim, brought Salvation to him, and 
his Fury upheldhim.“ He came to the dreadful Criſis, 
and at once ſprung into the Arms of Death and Hell, 
drank up the bitter Cup with T rembling and Aſ- 
toniſhment, o taſted Death for every Man, ſwallow- 
ed up the Curſe, and in a Moment tore away tbe _ 
Sting of Death, and broke down the Gates of Hell, 
making at once an eternal End of Sin and Wrath, 
and {| poiling the evil Angels and Principalities of the 
Armour in which they truſted, creſhing under his 
red hot Feet the Serpent in his juſt Anger, and ſo 
caught his Bride out of his Service and Power, ſaving 
her © with an everlaſting Salvation,” the Sight of 
Which gladdened all the attentive Angels, who look- 
ed down and ſaw the tremendous Combat, who all 
ſmiled again, and with new Songs, Love and Joy, 
erowded round their expiring Maſter, i whoſe Praiſe 
for the Blood of the Croſs they ſounded inſtantly thro? 
all Heavens, and began the Honours to him which 
till this Moment he had not, namely, they worſhip- 
ped him for being flain. Mean while the Sun broke 
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tin now, when it was about three of the Clock, and 
Satan retired" like à Dragon to his Den, and left 
Jeſus to depart in Triamph more than Conquerot. 


Now therefore Jeſys knowing he had finiſhed his 


hard Work and Labour, and that all Things which 
had been written of him in the Pſalms and in the 
Prophets had an End and were fulfilled, that the 
Jaſtiee of God was fully ſatisfied, that with Equity 
he had ſaved the World, and bought his Chureh, he 


uttered his fixth Cry, ſaying, “ Father; into thy 
Hands I commend my Spirit,” As if he Would ſay, 
My dear heavenly Father, who haſt ſo loved theWotld 


that thou haſt not ſpared me, r me up to die 


for them, behold | have now finiſhed thy Work, I 


have deſtroyed the Lnmity, aud delivered thy poor 


People, now I come tothee, take my Spitir, and receive 
the Soul of thy weatied Child again ints thy Boſom. 
He prayed thus alſo to teach us how. to depart, 
and into whoſe Hands to truſt our Spirits when our 
Strength fails, and we come to our Death-beds. As 
he gave up the Ghoſt into his Father's Hands, ſo we 


give up our Spirits into his Hands. He is all to us 


what the Father is to him; and thus Stephen departed, 
ſaying, „Lord Jefus-receive my Spirit.” So may 


we die, ſo may we with Confidence and Safety haye 


free Acceſs and Liberty to fly to him at our Deaths, 
and depart in Peace through his Death, ' without 
taſting the Smart or pain of that which is properly 
Death in his Sight for evermore. ',"_ 

Jeſus now cried his feventh Cry with a loud Voice, 


<« It is finiſhed,“ and then bowed down his Head, 
and gave up the Ghoſt.” One ſhould have expected, 

after he had been ſo faint with bleeding, and ſo worn 
out with Pain and Travail, he ſhould have ſpoke low 


and weakly as he expired, but he cried with a loud 
Voice,” that all in Heaven might hear it and fing, and 
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taken away, the Keys of Hell and the Grave deli- 


A gn for the Nations, according to the Scriptures,” 


12 Words of our Lord, are now ſo prevailing in 
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22 
all the Spirits of the Faithful, from Abel, * now 
ſee © the Day of the Lord and be glad.“ When 
this Cry was uttered: upon Earth, no doubt, all the 
heavenly Hoſts ſhouted for Joy; and ſung, Now 
the Kingdoms of the Earth are become the Sg 
dms of the Lord and of his Chriſt.” .., 

He cried alſo with a loud Voice that all Hell micht 
Sear it, and retreat with Shame, having Joſt. their 
Prey, their Power and Dominion over the Souls of 
Men, and all Right to reign over them for ever. 

But he cried with a loud Voice that all Sinners 
might hear it, and know, that now the Redemption 
was finiſhed, an End put to the Curſe, Satan's Head 
druiſed, Death deſtroyed and ſpoiled, and its Sting 
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vered into the Hands of Jeſus, the World redeem- 
ed, the Fountain of Sin and Uncleanneſs opened, 
everlaſting Righteouſneſs brought in, Reconciliation 
made, Pardon obtained, Peace proclaimed, and the 
Gate of Heaven opened to all Believers. All this 
and more is included in that Cry of our Saviour, It 

is finiſhed,” It implies all whatever, was promliſed in 
the Saviour is fulfilled, .. all, his Sorrows and Suffer- 
ings are over, his Trials are at an End; he has bought 
- and: redeemed his Church, and made his laſt Words 
an Anſwer to all their Prayers till the Great Day. 
When he had uttered this Cry, he bowed down 
his Head, as if he would take one more look of his 
dear Diſciples and the World, which he had now 
purchaſed; and as if he would lay to all, Come now 
near and let me kiſs you, and then his dear Soul de- 
pat ted, and he hung dead in the Air, like an En- 


Theſe loud Cries, Prayers, Lamentations, and 


. and * Means of which all we pray is 
| heard, 


1 23 
heard, and finds Acceptance before the Throne of 
God. - When ye pray therefore, plead the Prayers | 
of Jeſus, and let the unutterable Sighs of your 7 
tempted, heavy, Sin- ſick, or grieved Souls, go up in 
the Smoke of his bloody Sacrifice, ſo ſhall ye obtain 
| what ye ſeek, and ſucceed in all your happy Attempts 
for Mercy. May ye all prove the Power of the 
ſtrong Cries and Tears of this dear Lord . in 
Ftemity. Amen! _- 
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852 on the Croſs my Saviour linkers 
All red with guiltleſs Blood : 

Sev'n flowing Streams of purple hae, 
Compoſe the healing Flood. 
2. Loaden with Wrath and all Mens Sins, 


: Sev'n times aloud he cry'd; 

5 Then knowing all Things were falfil'd, 

| He bow'd his Head and dy'd. _ 

. 3 And didft thou bleed ſeven Times for me? 

. I'll weep each Day in ſeven: __ 

I'II imitate thy bitter Cries, 13 

. = And ceaſeleſs cry to Heavin, 

4 4. Thy Groans and thy High-prieftly Pray'rs 

* 2 Before the Throne l'll plead : 

4 O God, my Father, think on theſe, 

& 8 They have Atonement made, 

4 5. For eviry Week's unnumber'd Sins, 

: Which elſe would ftrongly cry 

4 'F or Vengeance; hear his ſev'n lalt Words 
Nor let the Sinner die. b 
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10. I thirſt” to feel thy Spir't in me 


2 "Thx 


TY} of the Bottom of my Heirt 


_ Tev'ry Cry repeat; 
O jet my Cries, thro? his Deſert, | 
Reach to thy Merey-ſeat. 
7. Forgive me, Father! Lord for give! 
My mit ſpent Life I rue; 
1 did not know what once [ did, 
When I offended ſo. 


5 "Vouchſafe me hence to look on thee, Fi 


As my own Father God; 
And thou, behold thy Son, and take 
Me home to thy Abode. 8 


9. When my laſt Hours approach, and I | 


Am ready hence to flee, 
Say, Thou To- day in Paradiſe 
Shall ſurely be with me? 


A Living-water-Spring : | 
] thirſt,” my bleeding Lord to be 
And midft his Virgins ſing. 


11. Forlaks me not my God! thy 8. 8 


Me by his bleeding bought: 
Forſake me not, for Jeſus' HOP ; 
My God forſake me not. 


12. My Soul! into thy careful Hands 


I fervently commend ; 
| Keep me ſecure in Jeſu's F old, 

And be a Sinner's Friend, _- 
13. When my appointed Time ſhall come, | 
Let me depart in Peace 

Say with a Smile, “ tis fmiſh'd! 2 then 


Fr rom all my Labours ceaſe, 
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